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Academic Career and Positions Held 
I earned my Master’s degree in marine microbiology in 2009, from the Max Planck Institute (MPI) for 
Marine Microbiology (Department of Molecular Ecology), within the International Max Planck Research 
School (IMPRES) MarMic, in Bremen, Germany. In 2014, I obtained my PhD from the same institution 
and department, and remained there as a postdoctoral researcher for 9 months after graduation. In 2015, I 
joined the research group of Prof. Dr. Holger Daims in the Division of Microbial Ecology at the University 
of Vienna as postdoctoral researcher. After the foundation of the Joint Microbiome Facility (JMF) of the 
Medical University of Vienna and the University of Vienna in 2018, I accepted the position of senior scientist 
in the facility. Since 2020, I am also a Group Leader at the Division of Microbial Ecology within the Centre  
for Microbiology and Environmental Systems Science at the University of Vienna. My research until 2018 
focused on environmental microbiomes, and since 2018 I also study microorganisms in clinical and preclinical 
systems.

Scientific Achievements and Scientific Contribution to the CoE
Scientific Achievements. I apply (meta)genomics and (meta)transcriptomics to investigate microbial 
functional potentials and activities. I use this data to predict and test microbial physiologies and metabolic 
interactions between microbes, and hosts and microbes. I was a part of the team that discovered completely 
nitrifying bacteria (comammox) in 2015, a recent key discovery within the N cycle. Besides my role as senior 
scientist in the JMF, I also the coordinator a Young Independent Researcher Group funded with 2.5 million € 
to investigate the interplay between biological nitrification inhibitors, N cycling and agronomic nitrogen 
use efficiency. I am also Co-PI in a Research Cooperability Program Project investigating geothermal spring 
microbiomes, awarded 280,000 € by the Croatian Research Foundation in 2019.

Scientific Contribution to the CoE. I will contribute to the CoE as Co-PI in projects revolving about 
N-cycling and terrestrial microbiology. Also, as scientist in the JMF, I will contribute by assuring the 
implementation of harmonized sequencing data acquisition for all CoE projects that rely on amplicon, (meta)
genome or (meta)transcriptome sequencing data. Additionally, I will contribute my expertise in the analysis of 
microbiome sequence data, primarily through capacity building, i.e., teaching sequence data analysis to junior 
researchers employed on CoE projects producing sequencing data.
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