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Academic Career and Positions Held 
I received my PhD from the Technische Universität Munich, Germany, in 2001 (summa cum laude). After 
a brief PostDoc period I accepted a position as Assistant Professor at the University of Vienna, Austria, 
where I became Associate Professor (2005) and then Full Professor for Microbial Symbioses (2007). I 
served as Deputy Head of the new Department of Microbial Ecology from 2007 and of the Research Network 
“Chemistry meets Microbiology” (2015) before I took over responsibilities as the chair of the Department 
of Microbiology and Ecosystem Science (2019). From 2017 to 2021 I served as User Representative for the 
planning and building of the new University of Vienna Biology Building, the home of the department since 
summer 2021. I am currently coordinator of the doctoral program on Microbial Symbioses funded by the 
Austrian Science Fund.

Scientific Achievements and Scientific Contribution to the CoE
Scientific Achievements. My research focuses on microbe-host interactions, and specifically on bacteria 
infecting and residing inside eukaryotic cells. Through our comparative approach of studying environmental 
counterparts of well-studied bacterial pathogens, research from my lab led to the discovery of novel 
microorganisms, molecular mechanisms, and ecological and evolutionary processes governing these 
associations. More recently, we started to study viruses of microbial eukaryotes, and we began to investigate 
the impact of intracellular microbes on the role of their protist hosts as predators of microbial communities. 
My scientific leadership role and the promise of the research carried out in my lab is documented by successful 
grant applications totalling to more than € 5 Million since 2003, including a START Award from the Austrian 
Science Fund and a Starting Grant (Consolidator Track) from the European Research Council. Since 
1999, I have authored 117 publications; our work has received over 12,000 citations, corresponding to an 
h-index of 53. In my role as department head and as coordinator of a PhD program at the University of Vienna, 
I am dedicated to education and training of upcoming scientists. I have served as primary supervisor for 16 
PhD students so far, and my lab hosted 7 PostDocs, many of which received their own funding through MSCA 
and other fellowships.

Scientific Contribution to the CoE. I will bring my expertise on protists as hosts for intracellular 
microbes and viruses to several projects of the CoE, and I will lead a work package on the role of viruses for 
the control of eukaryotic microbial populations and nutrient turnover, in which we will investigate the virus-
host interactome and its effect on microbial communities and ecosystem functioning.
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