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Academic Career and Positions Held 
I have obtained my Master’s degree in Psychology (cum laude) in 2011 at the University of Graz, Austria.  
Between 2010 and 2011, I have worked as a Research Assistant at the Technical University of Graz (Austria), 
as well as at the New York State Department of Health (Albany, NY, United States). In 2017, I obtained 
my PhD in Medical Sciences from the Radboud University Nijmegen Medical Center (The Netherlands), 
specializing in human cognitive neuroscience and neuroimaging. Until 2021, I have worked as a postdoctoral 
researcher at the Radboud University Nijmegen Medical Center and at the University of Vienna. Since 
September 2021, I am an Assistant Professor and junior group leader at the University of Vienna focusing 
on the cognitive neuroscience of cognition-brain-microbiome interactions.

Scientific Achievements and Scientific Contribution to the CoE
Scientific Achievements. I have published 18 papers in peer-reviewed journals, [almost all Q1 journals,  
h-index = 10/12 (Scopus/Google Scholar), cited 493/896 times (Scopus/Google Scholar)] and 1 book chapter.
Moreover, I held 14 invited talks at national and international conferences or institutions, and obtained and
contributed to 7 research grants with a total budget ~1 million €. My research focuses on understanding
interactions at the interface of the brain, cognition, and the human microbiome. Specifically, I am
interested in learning, memory and neural plasticity, with a particular focus on the neural codes underlying
human cognition. While primarily investigating healthy individuals, my group strives to understand how age,
genetic predisposition, and clinical conditions can affect this brain-cognition-microbiome link, and how
targeted interventions (antibiotics/probiotics) shape the communication between the gut and brain.

Scientific Contribution to the CoE. I have a strong background in cognitive neuroscience and mainly test 
my questions using functional magnetic resonance and metabolic imaging, combined with advanced analysis 
methods such as brain connectivity techniques and pattern recognition. In the collaborations within the 
CoE, we will develop new research avenues that will help to clarify the role of microbiome-brain interactions 
and their significance for cognition and behavior.
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